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What is ECDC?

"An independent agency, named the European Centre for 

Disease Prevention and Control"

(Regulation 851/2004)

A European Union Agency which:

– Is a member of the European Union (EU) family

– Covers EU 27, EEA/EFTA countries

– Within Neighbourhood Policy and DG Relex
reaches out to other countries beyond the EU 27

– Supports and promotes global health security 
(role in International Health Regulations)

– Is financed by budget from the EU
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What is the role of ECDC?

– EU level disease surveillance

– Scientific opinions and studies

– Early Warning System and response

– Technical assistance and training

– Epidemic intelligence

– Communication to scientific    
community

– Communication to the public

Identify, assess & communicate current & emerging health 

threats to human health from communicable diseases

(ECDC Founding Regulation (851/2004), Article 1)
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How is ECDC organised?
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Burden of Healthcare-Associated 
Infections and Multidrug Resistance 
(preliminary estimate)

• Healthcare-associated infections (HCAI)
–approximately 4 million per year
–approx. 37,000 directly attributable deaths each 
year 

• Multidrug-resistant bacteria
approximately 1/2 of the deaths attributable to HCAI 

– are due to the 7 most common multidrug-resistant bacteria
– in the 4 main types of HCAI: bloodstream infection, 
pneumonia, skin and soft tissue infection, urinary tract 
infection

• This is an underestimate!

Source: Suetens C & Monnet DL, ECDC
(preliminary estimate)
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Dedicated Surveillance networks funded through Public 
Health programmes with a wide variety of data flows and 
databases

EWGLINet

Enter-Net

EISS 

HIV/AIDS 

IPSE

EARSS

EU-IBIS 

EUVAC
Measles

DIP-net

vCJD

Tuberculosis 

ESSTI ESAC

Divine-net 

EUCAST

ENIVD 

Basic  Surveillance Network
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Current information flow MSs-DSN hubs
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Impact for Member States

• Huge workload

• Different interfaces for 
data upload

• Different database 
formats

Impact for DSN hubs

• Data cleaning effort 
for all MSs

• Feedback for all 
MSs
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Planned Solution: One-Stop-Shop
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The European 

Surveillance System

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS

MS



5

9

Annual Epidemiological Report on 
Communicable  Diseases in Europe

www.ecdc.europa.eu
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www.ecdc.europa.eu| info@ecdc.europa.eu


